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The 7th Annual CASA Gala “Dancing with the Effingham Stars” fundraiser featured five local cou-
ples. All funds from the event go to CASA of Effingham County which is a nonprofit organization 
that advocates for neglected and abused children in the county.
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‘We’re taking that step of faith’
Kull family adopts Simon; sets goal of collecting 7,500 pairs of shoes

By Jenny Schouppe
News Report Staff

When Becky Kull was eight 
years old, she vividly remembers 
a family in her church adopting a 
child.

She was amazed by this ges-
ture and the thought of adopting 
a child of her own one day re-
mained in her head and on her 
heart ever since.

When Steve and Becky mar-
ried, they knew they wanted to 
have kids. They were blessed with 
four beautiful daughters – Emma, 
Meredith, Caroline and Lydia. 

Life was good for the family of 
six, but Steve and Becky, who had 
only talked about adopting previ-
ously, felt compelled by Christ to 
finally take the steps to adopt.

In 2009, they began to pray 
about whether or not adoption 
was in their future. 

God answered their prayers 
with a “yes.”

In 2011, they adopted a young 
boy from Korea, who they named 
Andrew. He was a micro-prema-
ture baby at birth. He was born at 
24 weeks and only weighed 1.5 pounds. Due to his 
early arrival into the world, he had many special 
needs but has overcome so many of them.

Though Andrew had his challenges, the Kull’s 
immediately accepted Andrew into the family and 
has loved him as one of their own ever since.

“Andrew has made an enormous impact on our 

lives and the people around us,” said Steve.  “Our 
family believes that we have been blessed tenfold 
by his presence in our lives. We can’t imagine life 
without his incredible smile and personality. Every 
child deserves the love of a family.”

The Kull family seemed complete. That is until 
Becky saw the face of a young boy named Simon 
on June 28 and knew that this sweet face she saw 

was the face of her son. Simon and the Kull family 
met while he was here with the host program from 
China. 

“We were open to adding to our family again via 
fostering or adopting, but didn’t realize it would 
happen so soon,” said Becky.

Steve and Becky had a family meeting, and af-
ter getting the okay from the children and praying 
about the situation, the family decided to move for-
ward with the process. 

“Our kids weren’t thinking about all the things 
we as adults do like finances, medical things, and 
all the other logistics. They just knew there was a 
little boy that didn’t have a mama and daddy and he 
needed one. It was that simple,” explained Becky. 
“They had that child-like-faith that made us believe 
everything was going to work out.”

They were all able to meet Simon on three dif-
ferent occasions to see how he interacted with their 
family.

In those first few meetings, the Kull family no-
ticed that Simon was smart, had a sense of humor 
and was witty. He loves puzzles, food, looking at 
books and going down the slide at the playground. 

According to Becky, he has the cutest little laugh 
and smile that are contagious and he will light up 
a room. 

“There is so much joy in him,” she said.
Like Andrew, Simon has his share of physical 

and developmental issues, some of which the Kull 
family plan to correct when he arrives here in the 
U.S. sometime in February or March. But for now, 
the family is simply looking forward to providing 
an atmosphere where he can grow and flourish. 

“We believe when God puts something on our 
heart we have to walk in obedience. That is what 
we are going to do, even with so many unknowns 
with this little guy. We’re taking that step of faith,” 

explained Becky. 
To help with the adoption funds, 

the Kull family has created a shoe 
drive through the organization 
Funds2Orgs, which helps groups 
fundraise by collecting shoes and 
sending them to locations where 
they can be repurposed.

Funds2Orgs sent the Kull fam-
ily their starter package that in-
cluded bags and bands and have 
conducted a few “banding and 
bagging” get-togethers to count 
and bag the collected shoes thus 
far.

The Kull Family has been over-
whelmed by the generosity of 
people in donating shoes. Accord-
ing to Steve, people love that it al-
lows them to be a part of bringing 
Simon home. As of this week, the 
Kull family has collected 45 bags 
which equals 1,125 pairs of shoes.

Their goal is to fill 300 bags and 
each bag holds 25 pairs of shoes, 
which means 7,500 pairs total. 

“A friend texted me the other 
night and asked how many miles 
it was from our town to the city 
where Simon lives in? I wasn’t 
sure so I googled it. I found out 
that it’s almost 7,500 miles from 

us to him and our goal is 7,500 pairs of shoes,” said 
Becky. “One pair for every mile to him.”

The Kull family will continue to collect shoes un-
til November 22.

Gently worn men’s, women’s and children’s 
shoes are welcomed. The Kull family requests they 
be matching pairs and can be tennis shoes, cleats, 
dress shoes, boots, roller blades, sandals, skates and 
slippers.

For every pound of shoes collected, the Kull fam-
ily receives funds to help with the adoption fees to 
bring Simon home.

The Kull family claims that this fundraiser not 
only benefits their adoption process, but a lot more 
people on a global scale.

Six-hundred million shoes are thrown away in the 
U.S. alone every year and this fundraiser helps keep 
shoes out of the landfills. The shoes are also used to 
help start micro-enterprises in developing countries 
such as Ghana, Haiti and Honduras, to name a few. 
This allows families to establish an income, kids to 
have shoes and prevent so many diseases caused by 
being shoeless.

“We wanted to do a fundraiser that benefited 
more than just our family,” said Becky. “This is a 
simple fundraiser that everyone can participate in. 
Everyone has shoes and a lot of us have shoes that 
are not worn any more. It will impact so much more 
than just our family.”

The Kull family will collect shoes from the drop-
off locations located at Lusting Cabinets, K&M 
Floral, First National Bank and Stillwater Enter-
prise, Inc., all of which are located in Effingham. 
There will also be drop-off locations at The Home 
Center in Altamont and Mile End AG Services in 
Beecher City.

The Kull Family piles onto the 1,125 pairs of shoes that they have collect thus far. They hope to collect 7,500 pairs to raise funds for 
the adoption process to bring their adoptive son and brother Simon (pictured in the frame that Andrew is holding) home. 
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A first for Effingham
Habitat for Humanity building in city limits

By Jenny Schouppe
News Report Staff

Habitat for Humanity is an 
organization that strives to “put 
God’s love into action.”

Effingham County Habitat 
for Humanity is doing just that 
by bringing God’s love to the 
town of Effingham.

The latest Effingham County 
Habitat for Humanity home is 
the first-ever home to be built 
in the city of Effingham. The 
construction got underway at 
the corner lot located at 501 
West Richland on Saturday.

Homeowner Kathy Phil-
lips is looking forward to her 
“dream home” being complet-
ed in December. The home is 
a 1,000-square-foot home with 
two bedrooms and one bath. 
The home is a ranch-style home 
with no basement and an open 
layout.

Effingham County has had a 
Habitat for Humanity chapter 
for the past 16 years and this 
home is the 12th one built in 
the program, with some homes 
being built in Mason, Altamont 
and Beecher City.

The process began with 
choosing a homeowner, which 
is a lengthy process. Each 
homeowner must meet three re-
quirements.

First, the homeowner must 
have a need for housing. Sec-

ond, a single adult homeowner 
is typically expected to contrib-
ute 300 hours of sweat equity 
to the project. Third, they must 
be able to pay off the loan. The 
loan money then goes back to 
the Habitat fund and is used for 
future projects.

“People may think that this 
is a gift that we give away to 
people. But that’s not the case,” 
said Bob West, President of 
the Effingham County Habitat 
for Humanity. “Homeowners 
work hard for their house and 
they still pay taxes and will 
still have payments to make. 
Though labor hours are donat-
ed, costs of materials have to be 
paid off.”

After going through the se-
lection process, it was deter-
mined Phillips would be se-
lected to receive the house. 
Construction has now begun on 
the house. The foundation has 
been laid and the walls are in 
the process of being put up. 

West credits the help of City 
of Effingham, AKRA Build-
ers, Effingham Builders Sup-
ply, Burford Electric and Buh-
nerkempe Plumbing & Heating 
for help in making the house 
affordable.

“We are so thankful for lo-
cal construction, plumbing and 
electricity companies that have 
donated their time and energy 
into helping the Habitat for Hu-
manity homes become a reali-
ty,” said West.

Larry Lappin, building chair-
man of the Effingham Coun-
ty Habitat for Humanity, said 
prisoners at Taylorville Cor-
rectional Center built the walls 
and AKRA Builders laid the ce-
ment foundation.

Though local companies 
have donated time and energy, 
the Habitat for Humanity Orga-
nization is still in need of vol-
unteers.

The Effingham & Teutopolis News Report will close its office 
Monday in observance of Labor Day.

The office will reopen at 8 a.m. Tuesday.
The News Report staff wishes everyone a fun and safe Labor 

Day weekend.

News Report office will 
be closed on Monday
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