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Family Royalty
50 years later, Alex and Marcie share a Homecoming memory

By Jenny Schouppe
News Report Staff

During halftime, under the 
Friday night lights of Effingham 
High School’s Homecoming 
game on September 30, royalty 
was crowned.

Seniors Alexandria “Alex” 
Denoyer and Antonio Munoz 
were crowned 2016 Homecom-
ing Queen and King.

The crowd cheered and cam-
eras flashed as the 2015 Home-
coming Queen Shayna Phillips 
placed the silver crown upon  
Alex’s head.

“I was shocked. I definitely 
was not expecting to hear my 
name,” she admitted.

Alex and Antonio, their court, 
and the rest of the EHS Hearts 
then spent the rest of the eve-
ning watching their fellow peers 
battle it out on the football field 
against Taylorville. Once the 
game was over, EHS geared up 
for a fun Homecoming dance the 
following evening.

For Alex, winning Homecoming Queen was an 
“honor.” But what made it extra special was hav-
ing her family there cheering for her every step of 
the way – specifically her grandmother, Marcella 
(Carpenter) Shouse.

Marcie stood in the bleachers on that Friday 
night watching her granddaughter be crowned 
Homecoming Queen, an experience that Marcie 
herself had experienced a half a century earlier.

In 1966 – exactly 50 years ago – Marcie was 

crowned EHS Homecoming Queen.
“It was great seeing her out there getting 

crowned,” said Marcie. “It was great to just see 
her out there, but even greater to see her win. 
We were all just so excited for her. We sat on 
the fourth row of bleachers from the top and just 
cheered for her. We almost couldn’t hear her name 
being called because we were all so loud.” 

Voting for 2016 Homecoming Queen and King 
began a few weeks ago when freshmen, sopho-
more, junior and senior candidates were voted 
for to be a part of the Homecoming Court. The 

week leading up to Homecoming, peers then vot-
ed among the three senior candidates, and the 
ones with the most votes would be Homecoming 
Queen and King.

“It’s an honor and I appreciate it,” said Alex-
andria. “I go to a school where everyone knows 
everyone so it’s an honor to be chosen by peers.”

The process was a bit different when Marcie 
was in high school. In 1966, EHS only had a 
Homecoming Queen – no King – so the voting 
consisted of peers voting for girls who would be 
chosen for the ballot. Those selected girls were 

then voted on and the winner of 
the most votes won the title of 
Homecoming Queen.

Alex originally found out 
about her grandmother being a 
Homecoming Queen when she 
saw her grandmother’s photo in 
the “Looking Back” section in 
the newspaper. The two had a 
short conversation about Mar-
cie’s experience, but according 
to Alex, she was not thinking 
of the family connection when 
heading out onto the field that 
night.

“I knew she had won and we 
had a conversation about it. But 
it wasn’t brought to my attention 
until afterwards,” said Alex. 

“To her, 50 years ago sounds 
like a long time,” Marcie said 
with a laugh. “But to me, 50 
years ago wasn’t that long ago 
and I remember that evening 
very well. It goes by quick and 
it speeds up every year.” 

Marcie enjoyed her high school years just like 
her granddaughter does now.

Marcie participated in Pep Club and Latin Club, 
while Alex has enjoyed her high school years par-
ticipating in marching band. 

Alex plans to move on to attend a college. She 
admits that she hasn’t figured out her future plans, 
but says it’s a work in progress.

According to Marcie, no matter what Alex 
plans to do after high school, she will always be 
“the queen of her grandma’s heart.”

Marcie Shouse and granddaughter Alex Denoyer

Lessons learned in Effingham 
helps Jansen make an impact

By Jenny Schouppe
News Report Staff

Luke Jansen claims to have 
many passions in life – student 
government, public relations and 
business.

But his greatest passion is help-
ing people.

According to Luke, this passion 
to help people led him to where 
he is now – the new Student Body 
President at Southern Illinois  
University-Edwardsville (SIUE).

He credits his upbringing in Effingham as to why 
he is so passionate about impacting the people who 
surround him.

Jansen, 21, was born Sept. 2, 1995, to Victor and 
Nancy Jansen. He was raised alongside his older 
brother, Paul, who also attended SIUE and gradu-
ated in 2012. 

Luke attended St. Anthony Grade School and 
High School where he learned from a specific 
teacher what it took to care for people and how to 
help people with whatever they are going through.

“Kim Deters was my chorus teacher and she be-
came more of a mentor to me and a family friend,” 
said Luke. “She showed me exactly what it meant 
to go the extra mile to make a difference. She would 
help her students in and out of the classroom and 
genuinely cared about them. She would not only 
teach life lessons, but would give us advice and 
knowledge that extended past what we needed to 
know for being on stage.”

When Luke wasn’t receiving life advice from his 
favorite teacher, he was staying busy with many 
other activities.

 Luke was heavily involved in many extra- 
curricular activities – student council, Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes, tennis, chorus, musicals, 
National Honor Society and CEO Class where he 
had his business, “Spirit Solutions,” and sold travel 
mugs, survival bracelets and sunglasses.

“My love of business definitely stems from the 
CEO course, while my love for school politics defi-
nitely came from student council,” explained Luke. 
“I really enjoy helping people. That’s why I first got 
involved in school politics. I have been heavily in-
volved in school council ever since sixth grade so it 
was natural for me to take the next step and contin-
ue on with school politics.”

Luke did just that. He graduated from St. An-
thony High School in 2014 and enrolled at SIUE 
to major in Marketing and Entrepreneurship and  
minor in Public Relations.

Luke immediately jumped 
into being involved in student 
government finances for his first 
two years, eventually becoming 
the finance director last year. He 
also joined Sigma Phi Epsilon, 
Interfraternity Council, SIUE 
Marketing Association and Phi 
Eta Sigma.

In addition, he volunteers 
with “Big Brothers Big Sisters,” 
which allows him to “constant-
ly be reminded of the next gen-

eration and how important it is to leave a positive  
legacy.”

In the spring of 2016, Luke took a chance and 
ran against three other candidates for the position 
of Student Body President. He conducted speeches, 
met with student groups on campus and spent many 
hours advertising.

In April 2015, he was notified he received the  
position. Now his days are filled with going to class 
“because I’m a student first” and then answering 
emails and meeting with student organizations on 
campus.

The position of Student Body President allows 
him to “voice any concerns and bridge the gap  
between the student body and the administration.”

When he was finally selected as Student Body 
President, Luke knew exactly what he wanted his 
“big initiative” to focus on. 

Luke deemed this school year as a year of “cru-
cial conversations.” The three topics that revolve 
around that theme are diversity and inclusion, the 
state budget stalemate, and mental health for col-
lege students. All of which he claims allows him to 
help fellow students and the community as a whole.

According to Luke, discussing the topic of  
diversity and inclusion comes directly from his 
childhood growing up in Effingham.

“I come from a place where everyone looked 
like me, talked like me, dressed like me. Everyone 
knows everyone in Effingham,” said Luke. “When 
I came to SIUE, where there are 14,000 students, I 
was exposed to what diversity really was. Though I 
was never really exposed to diversity within Effing-
ham, I was exposed to community and what it took 
to make others feel included.”

“Effingham was always good at making you feel 
included and like you were part of a family,” Luke 
added. “I want to encourage positive conversations 
to help students learn from each other, to show why 
differences can bring them together, not tear them 
apart.”

Secondly, Luke wants to make students aware of 

the state budget stalemate.
“Unfortunately, I don’t know 

that a lot of students are aware 
there is a budget crisis,” he said. 
“I feel it is very important to  
educate students about important 
issues like this. I want to simply 
make them aware and, hopefully, 
encourage them to speak out and 
get involved.”

Another way Luke is showing 
his student body that he cares 
is through his stance on mental 
health issues. After losing a fel-
low student to suicide last year, 
Luke was inspired to take the “I 
Care Pledge” and encourage the 
student body to do the same. This 
pledge was created to inspire peo-
ple to simply be a friend to those 
who suffer from mental health  
issues and take action when warn-
ing signs present themselves. 

“There’s such a negative stig-
ma surrounding mental health. 
A lot of people think, ‘If I go 
to counseling services, there’s 
something wrong with me. It will 
look bad,’” Jansen said. “I applaud and commend 
someone willing to do that. They see that some-
thing isn’t going right, and they’re taking steps to 
fix that.”

Despite being one of the few presidents elected 
in his junior year, Jansen is not quite sure if he will 
run for re-election in the spring. He’s “keeping his 
options open.”

But one thing is for sure. Luke does plan to go 
on and seek his master’s degree in higher education 
administration.

According to Luke, every student body president 
leaves behind a legacy and he hopes that his legacy 
is a positive one.

“I want to leave the legacy that I truly helped 
people. I want to be seen as approachable and that 
I had a positive impact on this campus.”

Where
are they
Now

The first Cruise Night was a huge success. People cruised, ate Hi-Boys, reminisced about the 
“good ol’ days” and just had fun. Please see our story on Page A3 and more photos from Cruise 
night on B3. News Report Photo/Jenny Schouppe

Luke Jansen

Gulf War info still needed 
More photographs and stories are needed for a 

tribute to 1990-91 Gulf War veterans planned for 
November in the Effingham & Teutopolis News 
Report.

Please mail your images and information to: 
Effingham & Teutopolis News Report; 1901 S. 
Fourth St.; Suite 223; Effingham, IL 62401. Or 
email your images and information to news@et-
newsreport.com or to herbm@etnewsreport.com.

You’re also welcome to stop by our office in the 
Lincolnland Building across from Hendelmeyer 
Park. The News Report is on the second floor in 
Suite 223.

We’d love to talk with you about how you 
served your country and share your story.

The deadline for submitting photographs and 
information is Wednesday, Nov. 2.


